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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

S i t u a t e d  near  S t a t e  Route 1 0  west o f  Surry  Court House, t h e  Glebe House of  Southwark 
Par i sh  i s  a  three-bay,  story-and-a-half gambrel-roofed s t r u c t u r e  s e t  on a  low basement. 
It i s  b u i l t  of  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond above and below t h e  beveled water  t a b l e .  ( m e  
basement was s tuccoed i n  1924.) The present  appearance of t h e  house has been achieved 
through a s e r i e s  of  a l t e r a t i o n s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  i t  was a  s ing le - s to ry ,  gable-roofed bui ld-  
i ng  wi th  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys, rak ing  courses of  glazed headers p a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  eaves,  
and co rbe l l ed  co rn ice  s tops .  Ea r ly  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  the  roof was a l t e r e d  t o  
i t s  present  gambrel form and t h e  chimneys were r e b u i l t  a s  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. To 
cover t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  brickwork, i t  was pa in ted  r e d  wi th  white  j o i n t s ,  bu t  the  
rak ing  cour ses  of headers  and t h e  c o r b e l l e d  corn ice  s tops  (under a  l a t e r  box co rn ice )  
remain a s  c l u e s  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  form of  t h e  bui ld ing .  . 
The present  f r o n t  windows were en larged  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century ,  and l a r g e  nine-over- 
n ine  sa sh  i n s e r t e d .  The window openings on t h e  gable  ends were appa ren t ly  made a t  t h e  
time of t h e  enlargement of  t h e  f r o n t  windows, and jack arches  were pa in ted  over them. 
The r e a r  windows wi th  t h e i r  gauged b r i ck  jack arches ,  narrow nine-over-nine sash,  and 
wooden s i l l s  appear t o  be the  o r i g i n a l  s i z e .  

The r ecen t  removal of  t h e  n ine teenth-century  porches from t h e  f r o n t ,  r e a r ,  and ends of  
t h e  house revea led  on t h e  e a s t  facade  t h e  shadow of an o r i g i n a l  porch which apparent ly  
was a  s imple hood. F u r t h e r  evidence of  e a r l i e r  s t a t e s  of  t h e  house was provided by a  
round-butted wooden s h i n g l e  and some roof ing  s l a t e s  found i n  t h e  a t t i c  dur ing  t h e  most 
r ecen t  renovat ion.  

The house has a  s i n g l e - p i l e ,  cent ra l -passage  plan. I n  t h e  passage i s  an e a r l y  t r i p l e - r u n  
s t a i r  w i th  square  newels, a  c losed  s t r i n g e r ,  and a  heav i ly  molded h a n d r a i l  on t h e  lower 
runs.  The s t a i r  has  no b a l u s t e r s  except  on t h e  landing.  The b a l u s t e r s  a r e  square  
wooden ones s e t  d i agona l ly  and a r e  topped by a  p l a i n ,  round-topped h a n d r a i l  which extends 
onto t h e  upper run. These b a l u s t e r s  and handra i l s  a r e  appa ren t ly  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s .  
Also noteworthy i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage i s  t h e  two-panel, ra i sed-panel  door t o  t h e  c e l l a r  
s t a i r s ,  which i s  hung on f o l i a t e d  H-hinges. 

The e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  remodeling a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  changes t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  Ee- 
s i d e s  these  mod i f i ca t ions  t o  t h e  upper po r t ions  of the  s t a i r  a l r eady  d iscussed ,  t h e  
most s t r i k i n g  a d d i t i o n  was t h e  mantel i n  t h e  (north)  d in ing  room, which has  an a rch i -  
t r a v e  surround,  molded s h e l f ,  and two hor i zon ta l  r a i s e d  panels  i n  t h e  f r i e z e .  Possibl:? 
da t ing  from t h i s  per iod  as  w e l l  was the  handsome g ra in ing ,  formerly found throughout 
t h e  house b ~ t  now su rv iv ing  on ly  on one door. Fu r the r  remodell ing,  c a r r i e d  out  i n  the  
mid-nineteenth cen tu ry ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p l a i n  Greek Revival mantel i n  t h e - s o u t h  room 
( p a r l o r )  and a few Greek Revival doors  s c a t t e r e d  throughout t h e  house. 

There a r e  two rooms i n  t h e  c e l l a r .  The southern  of t h e  two was paved wi th  cement during 
renovat ions i n  1924, but  t h e  no r the rn  one r e t a i n s  i t s  b r i c k  t i l e  f l o o r .  

Of t h e  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  on ly  a  gable-roofed frame smokehouse remains which, according 
t o  an o l d  photograph, formerly s tood nor theas t  of  t h e  house but  i s  now placed northwest 
of i t .  Beaded weatherboards remain on t h e  no r th  s i d e  under a  n ine teenth-century  lean- to  
wing. 
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Tile Glebe House of So~\tIiiiark P a r i s h  i n  Surry County i s  one of  a  small  group of  c o l o n i a l  
g lcbe  houses i n  Vi rg in i a .  Associated wi th  t h e  Reverend John C a r g i l l ,  a  prominent f i g u r e  
among t h e  Virg in ia  c l e r g y  of  t h e  e a r l y  e igh teen th  century ,  t h e  house r e t a i n s  many o r i g i n a l  
f e a t u r e s  d e s p i t e  a  s e r i e s  of  a l t e r a t i o n s .  

. . . .  . . . . .  

Southwark Par i sh  was s e t  o f f  from James C i ty  Pa r i sh  i n  1647, and u n t i l  1738 was-one of. 
two parishes-- the o t h e r  was Lawne's Creek--which served t h e  p resen t  Surry-Sus.sex County 
area.  I n  1738, t h e  Surry County po r t ions  of Southwark and Lawne's Creek pa r i shes  were 
combined i n t o  a  s i n g l e  p a r i s h  c a l l e d  Southwark. The southern  po r t ions  of t h e  two o l d e r  
par i shes  were s e t  o f f  a s  Albemarle Par i sh .  

I n  1721, land  f o r  a  g lebe  a t  Indian  Springs P l a n t a t i o n  was l e f t  t o  t h e  p a r i s h  by Capt. 
Francis  Clements, who had served  a s  Clerk of Surry County, 1697-1708, Three yea r s  l a t c r ,  
the Rev. John C a r g i l l ,  m i n i s t e r  of  Southwark Pa r i sh  s i n c e  1708, wrote i n  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  
Bishop of London t h a t  "my g lebe  house i s  i n  a  very  bad cond i t ion  and t h e  p a r i s h  w i l l  n o t  
r e p a i r  i t ,  s o  I must look o u t  f o r  a  house elsewhere." Arch i t ec tu ra l  evidence sugges ts  
t h a t  C a r g i l l ' s  p a r i s h  b u i l t  him t h e  present  house on t h e  g lebe  soon a f t e r  he r c g i s t e r e d  
h i s  complaint. 

C a r g i l l  played a prominent p a r t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  of  t h e  Vi rg in i a  c l e rgy .  He was a  member 
of a  convention which met a t  t h e  College of William and Mary i n  1719 t o  cons ider  Com- 
missary James B l a i r ' s  reques t  t h a t  t h e  c l e r g y  s i d e  with him i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  d i s p u t e  wi th  
Governor Alexander Spotswood. The ma jo r i ty  of  t h e  convention, however, took Spotswood's 
s i d e  and took pains as  we l l  t o  ques t ion  B l a i r ' s  own c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  an Anglican c l e r i c .  
C a r g i l l  was one of  a  smal l  group of d i s s e n t e r s  from t h e  convention 's  r e p o r t  who supported 
E l a i r ' s  pos i t i on .  

C a r g i l l s '  successors  included Pe te r  Davis ( l i s t e d  a s  r e c t o r  i n  1758), Benjamin Blagrovc 
(1774, 1776), John Henry Burgess (1785) and Samuel But le r  (1790, 1792). The l a t t e r  was 
a  notor ious  ban v ivan t  and p res iden t  of t h e  Jockey Club o f  Surry and Charles  C i t y  
count ies .  Under h i s  p a s t o r a t e ,  t h e  pa r i sh  was disbanded. 

The g lebe  house was so ld ,  as  r equ i red  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1802, and l i k e  most of t h e  
s tanding  Vi rg in i a  g lebe  houses, i t  underwent ex tens ive  remodeling a t  t h a t  tirne. It has  
been he ld  by a success ion  o f  p r i v a t e  owners s i n c e  t h e  Disestabl ishment .  From 1906 t o  
1966 i t  was t h e  home of  the  Bryant family and i n  1971 was purchased by Col. and Mrs. 
Nelson R i t ch ie .  
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The acreage comprising t h e  Glebe House of  Southwark Pa r i sh  i s  bounded by a l i n e  
beginning a t  a po in t  on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of  Route 10, 1.1 miles .northwest  of i n t e r -  
s e c t i o n  of  Routes 10  and 618; thence extending 1000 f e e t  no r theas t  along e a s t  
s i d e  of secondary road; thence extending 1100.feet  northwest p a r t i a l l y  along 
n o r t h  s i d e  of  secondary road; thence extending 1000 f e e t  southwest t o  no r th  s i d e  
of  Route 10; thence extending s o u t h e a s t  along nor th  s i d e  of  s a i d  r o u t e  t o  po in t  
of  o r i g i n .  

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES . 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE I 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE A I I 
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hereby nominate this boperty for inclusion i n  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 





Fnrln No 10 50.8  
I 

(Rev 10 741 
I 
I 

UiJ1  TED STAT1.S DtPARTMLNT OF 1 ) I t  IN TkKIOK 
NATIONAL P A R K  S E R V I C E  

I 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --/ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

NAME 
HISTORIC Glebe House o f  Southwark P a r i s h  

AND/OR COMMON 

The O l d  Glebe 

LOCATION .. 
CITY l O W N  

n 
Spring Grove 

-VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Surry V i r g i n i a  

I 
PHOTO REFERENCE 
PHOTO CREDIT V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commiss ion  DATE OF PHOTO 1975 

NEGATIVEFILEDAT V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  Library,  Richmond, V i r g i n i a  

: a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION ETL IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET PHOTO NO 

E x t e r i o r  v i e w  f r o m  e a s t .  1 o f  1 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS I 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES --I ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 1 
HISTORIC G lebe House o f  S o u t h w a r k  P a r i s h  I 

- 
AND/OR COMMON ! 

The O l d  Glebe 

LOCATION 1 
CITY. TOWN 

S ~ r i n s  Grove 
X VICINITY OF - COUNTY 

Surrv 
STATE 

V i r g i n i a  

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE USGS 7.5' quadrangle, C laremont ,  V i r g i n i a  

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE I N C L U D E D  ON ALL MAPS 

1. P R O P E R T Y  B O U N D A R I E S  

2. N O R T H  A R R O W  

'1 I ITM R E F E R E N C E S  



t o m  No. 10-300a 
iRev  !3.74) 

C i N i I E D  STATES DEPARTMENT O F  THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTl N U  ATION SHEET #I. ITEM NUMBER 6 PAGE 1 

REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  Virgin ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1967 S t a t e  

Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Cormnission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 






